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Army probes whether troops wrongly 
targeted in bonus scandal 


The Pentagon is seen from Air Force One as it flies over Washington, March 2, 2022. Years after 
about 1,900 National Guard and Reserve soldiers were swept up in a recruting bonus scandal, U.S. 
Army investigators have launched a review saying that some individuals may have been wrongly 
blamed and punished, The Associated Press has learned. 
(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File) 


By Lolita C. Baldor 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Years after about 
1,900 National Guard and Reserve sol- 
diers were swept up in a recruiting bonus 
scandal, U.S. Army investigators are re- 
viewing the cases and correcting records 
because some individuals were wrongly 
blamed and punished, Army officials said 
Thursday. The Army’s Criminal Investiga- 
tion Division said it will complete a review 
of the bulk of the 1,900 soldiers by the end 
of this year to identify and begin to fix the 
mistakes. CID said agents during the initial 
investigation may have misunderstood 
facts or failed to follow proper procedures 
and erroneously added soldiers’ names 
to an FBI crime database and Pentagon 
records. Officials said that at the time, 
CID agents were grappling with a massive 


probe involving 100,000 people and hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in potentially 
fraudulent bonus payments. 
“Simply put, proper procedures were not 
always followed,” CID Director Greg Ford 
said in a statement provided to the AP. 
Ford said Thursday that so far CID has re- 
viewed cases of about 900 individuals, 
and a majority of them require some type 
of corrective action. He said that up to 200 
of those have been completed and cor- 
rected, and individuals will be notified. He 
said “a number” of individuals contacted 
CID early this year saying they believed 
they were wrongly listed on the FBI data- 
base, and as agents began to review the 
files they found problems with the cases. 
As a result, he said he ordered a review of 
all cases. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Army probes whether troops wrongly targeted in bonus scandal 


Continued from Front 


“CID is fully committed to 
identifying and correcting 
all records to align with the 
documentation and evi- 
dence present in case file,” 
Ford told reporters on Thurs- 
day. “CID takes our respon- 
sibilities in this area very seri- 
ously. And it is clear that we 
fell short in a large number 
of these investigations. ” 
The 
new 
investigation 
comes as National Guard 
Bureau leaders are pushing 
to launch another recruit- 
ing bonus program, in an 
attempt to boost lagging 
enlistment numbers. And 
they want to ensure that 
any new program doesn’t 
have 
similar 
fraud 
and 
abuse problems. 
Guard leaders have talked 
about 
providing 
incen- 
tive pay to recruiters and 
Guard troops who bring 
in new recruits. The Army 


Guard missed its recruiting 
goal for the fiscal year that 
ended Sept. 30, and more 
soldiers were leaving each 
month than the number 
enlisting. “By putting the 
right checks and balances 
in place, we could really 
help make every single 
guardsman a recruiter by 
paying them a bonus for 
anybody that they bring 
into the organization that’s 
able to complete their mili- 
tary training,” Gen. Dan 
Hokanson, chief of the Na- 
tional Guard Bureau, told 
reporters in September. He 
said procedures needed to 
be fixed so that fraud didn’t 
happen again. 
The Army began an audit 
of the recruiting program in 
2011, amid complaints that 
Guard and Reserve soldiers 
and recruiters were fraudu- 
lently collecting bonuses 
during the peak years of 
the Iraq and Afghanistan 


wars in order to fill the ranks. 
In the program, which was 
run by contractors, soldiers 
were offered $2,000 if they 
referred someone to re- 
cruiters who ended up ac- 
tually enlisting. 
Audits 
found 
overpay- 
ments, fraud by recruit- 
ers and others and poor 
oversight. 
The 
program 
was canceled in 2012, and 
Army CID was called in to 
investigate the cases. 
Between 2012 and 2016, 
CID opened about 900 
cases. Altogether, officials 
said, about 286 soldiers re- 
ceived some type of ad- 
ministrative punishment or 
action from their military 
commanders, and more 
than 130 were prosecuted 
in civilian courts. Soldiers re- 
paid more than $478,000 to 
the U.S. Treasury, and paid 
nearly $60,000 in fines, offi- 
cials said this week. 
The repayments, however, 


triggered a backlash from 
Congress, as soldiers com- 
plained that they were be- 
ing wrongfully targeted. In 
2016, Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter ordered the 
Pentagon to suspend the 
effort to recoup the enlist- 
ment bonuses, which in 
some cases totaled more 
than $25,000. Officials ar- 
gued at the time that many 
soldiers getting the bonuses 
weren’t aware the pay- 
ments were improper or not 
authorized. 
Overall, 
offi- 
cials said 1,900 names were 
added to an FBI criminal 
database, and hundreds 
more were listed on an in- 
ternal Defense Department 
database as someone who 
was the subject of a crimi- 
nal investigation. Such list- 
ings can hurt a soldier’s 
career, affect promotions 
or — in the case of the FBI 
data — prevent someone 
from getting a job or a gun 


permit. Soldiers can request 
a review of their case, and 
already dozens have done 
so. The CID review will de- 
termine if soldiers’ names 
should be removed from 
either database, officials 
said, and the individuals will 
be notified of the results. 
Officials said that each 
case is different, and it’s 
not clear how many — if 
any — could receive any 
compensation, back pay 
or other retroactive ben- 
efits. The entire process 
could take until spring 2024. 
Hokanson said the previous 
bonus program worked in 
that it brought in thousands 
of recruits, and could work 
again if properly done. 
And he said Guard leaders 
around the country would 
like to try something like 
it again. No final decision 
on launching a new bonus 
program has been made, 
according to the Guard.q 


US agency softens opioid prescribing guidelines for doctors 


By Mike Stobbe 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The na- 
tion’s top public health 
agency on Thursday soft- 
ened its guidelines for U.S. 
doctors 
prescribing 
oxy- 


codone and other opioid 
painkillers. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention new recommen- 
dations are an update to 
2016 guidelines that added 
momentum to a decline in 


opioid painkiller prescrip- 
tions. 
Opioids 
painkillers 
can be addictive — even 
when used under doctors’ 
orders — and were identi- 
fied as a big reason for a 
rise in U.S. drug overdoses 


that began more than two 
decades ago. Other drugs 
have overtaken them in 
overdose statistics, and il- 
licit fentanyl is now the big- 
gest driver of deaths. 
The previous guidance suc- 


ceeded in reducing inap- 
propriate and dangerous 
prescribing, some experts 
say. But they also were 
seen as a barrier to care, 
with some pharmacists re- 
fusing to fill prescriptions as 
doctors wrote them. 
The new guidelines are de- 
signed to ensure that pa- 
tients get compassionate 
and safe pain care, CDC 
officials said. 
A draft released in February 
received 5,500 public com- 
ments. Some modifications 
were made, but several 
main changes stayed in 
place, including: 
The CDC no longer sug- 
gests trying to limit opioid 
treatment for acute pain to 
three days. 
The agency is dropping 
the specific recommenda- 
tion that doctors avoid in- 
creasing dosage to a level 
equivalent to 90 milligrams 
of morphine per day. 
For patients receiving high- 
er doses of opioids, the 
CDC is urging doctors to 
not abruptly halt treatment 
unless there are indications 
of a life-threatening dan- 
ger. The agency offers sug- 
gestions on tapering pa- 
tients off the drugs.q 


This June 17, 2019, file photo shows 5-mg pills of Oxycodone. The nation’s top public health agency on Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022, 
revised its controversial guidelines for U.S. doctors prescribing oxycodone and other opioid painkillers. 
(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File) 
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By Aamer Madhani 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 


dent Joe Biden’s travel plan 
for his last big campaign 
swing 
before 
Tuesday’s 


midterm elections reveals 
his defensive stance in the 
campaign’s closing days: 
He’s spending the bulk of 
his time trying to hang on to 
seats that his party already 
holds. 
Biden is kicking off a four- 
state, 
three-day 
cam- 
paign swing on Thursday 
to support Democrats in 
competitive races in sol- 
idly blue California, Illinois 
and New Mexico as well 
as battleground Pennsylva- 
nia, where Biden has deep 
roots. His itinerary illustrates 
the limited political clout of 


a president who has been 
held at arm’s length by 
most Democrats in tough 
races this cycle. It also sug- 
gests that the president, 
whose 
approval 
rating 
remains underwater, has 
concluded that he can be 
most effective using the 
waning days before polls 
close to shore up support 
for Democratic candidates 
in areas that he easily won 
in 2020. 
The president’s party typi- 
cally faces significant losses 
during midterm elections. 
Since 1934, only Franklin D. 


Roosevelt in 1934, Bill Clin- 
ton in 1998, and George W. 
Bush in 2002 saw their par- 
ties gain seats in the mid- 
terms. 
Some 
recent 
presidents 
saw big losses in their first 
midterm 
races. 
Republi- 
cans under Donald Trump 
lost 40 House seats but 
gained two Senate seats 
in 2018; Democrats un- 
der Barack Obama lost 63 
House seats and six Senate 
seats in 2010; and Demo- 
crats under Bill Clinton lost 
52 House seats and eight 
Senate seats in 1994.q 


By David Bauder 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — If you 
went missing, how much 
press 
would 
you 
be 
“worth”? 
The 
Columbia 
Journalism Review unveiled 
a tool on Thursday that cal- 
culates the number of sto- 
ries your disappearance 
would net, based on de- 
mographics. 
It sounds morbid but the 
exercise is designed to call 
attention to “missing white 
women 
syndrome,” 
the 
tendency of news orga- 
nizations to pay relatively 
little attention to missing 
people who don’t fit that 
category. 
The late journalist Gwen Ifill 
is credited with coining the 
term two decades ago. 
Yet in the interim, there’s 
been little indication that 
coverage decisions have 
evolved. 
“It’s like a bolt that has been 
rusted in place,” said Jelani 
Cobb, dean of the Colum- 
bia Journalism School. 
The media firestorm around 
the disappearance and 
death of Gabby Petito last 
year renewed scrutiny of 
the practice, with Petito’s 
own family imploring me- 
dia to give all missing peo- 
ple the same attention. 
Researchers at CJR and the 
ad agency TBWA/Chiat/ 
Day/New York examined 
3,600 stories about missing 
people done last year by 
U.S.-based 
news 
organi- 
zations, 
cross-referencing 
them with age, gender 


and race details from a da- 
tabase maintained by the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 
The data was used to gen- 
erate a rough estimate of 
how much public attention 
a person would get based 
on who they are, said Kyle 
Pope, CJR’s editor in chief 
and publisher. The starkly 
named site AreYouPress- 
worthy.com asks users to 
enter their age, gender, lo- 
cation and ethnicity. 
As the site goes through 
each step, the user is in- 
formed that the disappear- 
ance of older people and 
men are less likely to make 
the news. The tool distin- 
guishes 
between 
stories 
in the local and national 
press, so people in larger 
cities — where there are 
more news outlets — have 
a “higher chance of being 
reported on than people in 
rural areas.” White people 
are the most likely to get 
covered, while Black and 
Hispanic people have the 
lowest chance of cover- 
age. 
About 38% of the people 
who go missing in the Unit- 
ed States are Black, more 
than double the percent- 
age of Black people in the 
general 
population, 
the 
Black and Missing Founda- 
tion says. 
Black people accounted 
for 22% of the missing peo- 
ple in the data examined 
by CJR, and just 13% of the 
news stories. White people, 
who made up 47% of the 
missing person cases, were 


featured in 70% of the sto- 
ries. 
According to the calcula- 
tor, the disappearance of 
a 22-year-old white woman 
in New York would gener- 
ate 67 stories. If she were 
three years older, that num- 
ber would drop to 19. And 
a missing 25-year-old Black 
woman from New York 
would get eight. A 50-year- 
old Black man in the same 
city would net six. 
The results page also iden- 
tifies the outlets most and 
least likely to cover the 
user’s 
hypothetical 
dis- 
appearance and calcu- 
lates 
what 
percentage 
of Americans would hear 
about you. More than 92% 
of Americans would have 
heard about a 22-year-old 
missing white woman from 
Nevada, the tool says. 
Why does that matter? 
“When a missing persons’ 
case is seen by more peo- 
ple, their chances of being 
found increase,” the site 
states. 
There was no comparable 
data from when “missing 
white person syndrome” 
was first talked about two 
decades ago. 
“We have to place a spot- 
light on the way that the 
media functions and the 
way in which we devalue 
— inadvertently or not — 
the lives of people that 
we’re supposed to cover,” 
Cobb said. 
Implicit bias is partly to 
blame, he said, along with 
a lack of diversity among 


journalists in decision-mak- 
ing roles and hard-to-break 
habits. 
“There’s clearly an imbal- 
ance,” said Angeline Hart- 
mann, spokesperson for the 
National Center for Miss- 
ing & Exploited Children. 
“What needs to happen is 
the playing field should be 
leveled.” 
But Hartmann said there is 
more than just demograph- 
ics at play in determining 
what stories get coverage. 
The media also gravitates 
to stories where there are 
plenty of photos and vid- 
eos available of the victim 
— like in Petito’s case — 
and a family member will- 
ing to be an on-camera 
spokesperson. Those things 
make journalists’ job easier. 
Similarly, authorities need 
to take a close look at how 
situations are character- 


ized, Hartmann said. Some- 
times, she said, people are 
too simplistically charac- 
terized as runaways, and 
thus not included in stories 
about missing children. 
CJR has made similar ef- 
forts to call attention to dis- 
information and coverage 
of climate control and is- 
sues surrounding guns. 
Pope said he hoped their 
newest online tool will at- 
tract attention on social 
media, particularly among 
news consumers who might 
then put pressure on their 
local news outlets to keep 
the issue in mind. Each re- 
sults page ends with the 
pictures and names of peo- 
ple who are currently miss- 
ing and “haven’t received 
any press coverage at all,” 
along with an encourage- 
ment to contact authorities 
with any information.q 


New calculator tackles inequality in missing persons stories 


This screenshot shows the The Columbia Journalism Review 
website. If you went missing, how much press would you be 
“worth”? The Columbia Journalism Review unveiled a tool on 
Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022 that calculates the number of stories your 
disappearance would net, based on demographics. 
(AP Photo) 


In campaign swing, Biden focuses on 
incumbent Democrats 


President Joe Biden waves as he boards Air Force One at 
Andrews Air Force Base, Md., Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022, en route 
to New Mexico. 
(AP Photo/Jess Rapfogel) 


By Claire Rush 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — The 
tents proliferating on side- 
walks in downtown and 
residential neighborhoods 
across Portland, Oregon, 
are fueling a debate that’s 
playing out in cities nation- 
wide as the homelessness 
crisis in the U.S. explodes: 
Should 
camping 
be 
banned anywhere except 
in sanctioned sites? 
Republican-led states in- 
cluding Texas and Missouri 
have passed laws in the 
past couple years prohibit- 
ing street camping while di- 
verting money from afford- 
able housing projects to 
short-term shelter solutions. 
Now, after decades of 
struggling to tackle home- 
lessness, some progressive 
West Coast cities are con- 
sidering similar plans. Port- 
land City Council mem- 
bers will vote Thursday on 
a proposal to create at 
least three large designat- 
ed campsites and ban the 
rest of the roughly 700 en- 
campments currently scat- 
tered across the city. More 
than 3,000 people are living 
without shelter in Portland, 
a 50% jump from 2019, ac- 
cording to the proposal. 
“The magnitude and the 
depth of the homeless crisis 
in our city is nothing short of 
a humanitarian catastro- 


phe,” Portland Mayor Ted 
Wheeler said last month 
when 
he 
unveiled 
the 
plan. “We need to move 
our scattered, vulnerable 
homeless population closer 
to the services that they 
need.” “As visible homeless- 
ness has increased, there is 
also an increase in pressure 
from the public and from 
others for elected officials 
and other folks in positions 
of authority to address that 
issue,” said Ann Oliva, CEO 
of the National Alliance to 
End Homelessness. “What’s 


starting to happen is that 
the way to immediately 
address an issue that is at 
its core an affordable hous- 
ing problem is to try and 
remove people from pub- 
lic view.” Portland’s soaring 
homelessness has become 
a top concern for the vast 
majority of residents and 
has prompted legal action. 
A group of people with dis- 
abilities has sued the city 
over tents blocking side- 
walks and making them 
inaccessible. 
Portland’s 
proposal would establish at 


least three designated sites 
where camping would be 
allowed, with an initial ca- 
pacity to serve about 150 
people each. They would 
have 
24-hour 
manage- 
ment and provide access 
to services such as food, 
hygiene, 
litter 
collection 
and treatment for men- 
tal health and substance 
abuse. Outreach workers 
would direct people living 
on the street to the desig- 
nated camping sites. Those 
who refuse could be cited, 
but the citations could be 


waived if the person takes 
part in a diversion program 
that would require mental 
health or substance abuse 
treatment in lieu of jail time. 
Denver, 
Colorado, 
and 
Austin, Texas, have also 
passed ordinances both 
banning public camping 
and allowing sanctioned 
campsites. 
Denver 
has 
opened several “safe out- 
door spaces” since 2020 
where tents, food and oth- 
er services are provided. 
In Austin, the Esperanza 
community is a sanctioned 
encampment that serves 
about 150 people and is 
currently constructing 200 
individual shelter units. 
The Cicero Institute, which 
wrote the model legislation 
that inspired many of the 
recent camping ban poli- 
cies, says creating specific 
areas where camping is 
permitted can be a faster 
solution 
for 
cities 
com- 
pared to building afford- 
able housing. 
“One of the biggest prob- 
lems 
that 
sanctioned 
camping is trying to ad- 
dress is just the unbeliev- 
able difficulty of getting 
more shovels in the ground 
to get shelter or other sorts 
or services available for 
the homeless,” said Judge 
Glock, the group’s senior 
director of policy and re- 
search. q 
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Tents line the sidewalk on SW Clay St in Portland, Ore., on Dec. 9, 2020. City council members in 
Portland, Oregon, are set to vote on a resolution that would ban homeless street camping. 
(AP Photo/Craig Mitchelldyer, File) 


Cities seek to control camping amid growing homeless crisis 


By Neal Morton, The Hech- 
inger Report 
Associated Press 


MESA, 
Ariz. 
(AP) 
— 
A 
teacher-in-training darted 
among students, tallying 


how many needed his help 
with a history unit on Islam. 
A veteran math teacher 
hovered near a cluster 
of desks, coaching some 
50 freshmen on a geom- 
etry assignment. A science 
teacher checked students’ 
homework, while an English 
teacher spoke into a micro- 
phone at the front of the 
classroom, giving instruc- 
tion, to keep students on 
track. 
One 
hundred 
thirty-five 
students, 
four 
teachers, 
one giant classroom: This is 
what ninth grade looks like 
at Westwood High School, 
in Mesa, Arizona’s largest 
school system. There, an 
innovative teaching mod- 
el has taken hold, and is 


spreading to other schools 
in the district and beyond. 
Five years ago, faced with 
high teacher turnover and 
declining 
student 
enroll- 
ment, Westwood’s leaders 
decided to try something 
different. Working with pro- 
fessors at Arizona State Uni- 
versity’s teachers college, 
they piloted a classroom 
model known as team 
teaching. It allows teach- 
ers to dissolve the walls 
that separate their classes 
across physical or grade di- 
vides. 
The teachers share large 
groups of students some- 
times 100 or more and 
rotate between group in- 
struction, one-on-one in- 
terventions, 
small 
study 


groups or whatever the 
teachers as a team agree 
is a priority that day. What 
looks at times like chaos is in 
fact a carefully orchestrat- 
ed plan: Each morning, the 
Westwood teams meet for 
two hours of the school day 
to hash out a personalized 
program for every student, 
dictating the lessons, skills 
and assignments the team 
will focus on that day. 
By giving teachers more 
opportunity 
to 
collabo- 
rate and greater control 
over how and what they 
teach, Mesa’s administra- 
tors hoped to fill staffing 
gaps and boost teacher 
morale and retention. Ini- 
tial research suggests the 
gamble could pay off. q 


Westwood High School English teacher Jeff Hall, top center, 
monitors his class, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022 in Mesa, Ariz. Like 
many school districts across the country, Mesa has a teacher 
shortage due in part due to low morale and declining interest in 
the profession. 
(AP Photo/Matt York) 


In 1 classroom, 4 teachers manage 135 kids -- and love it 


By DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— Europe could face a 
severe natural gas short- 
age next year and needs 


to act now to reduce use, 
the 
International 
Energy 
Agency said in a report 
Thursday, warning against 
complacency in an energy 
crisis triggered by Russia's 


war in Ukraine after coun- 
tries were able to build up 
storage of the fuel to heat 
homes and generate elec- 
tricity this winter. 
The IEA said Europe ben- 
efited from some Russian 
gas supplies over the sum- 
mer and sharply reduced 
competition 
from 
China 
for scarce shiploads of liq- 
uefied natural gas, or LNG, 
and those factors could be 
one-offs, the Paris-based 
organization said. Along 
with mild weather, that has 
pushed down natural gas 
prices from August highs. 
"With 
the 
recent 
mild 
weather and lower gas 
prices, there is a danger 
of complacency creep- 
ing into the conversation 
around Europe's gas sup- 
plies, but we are by no 
means out of the woods 
yet," IEA Executive Director 
Fatih Birol said. "This is why 


governments need to be 
taking immediate action to 
speed up improvements in 
energy efficiency and ac- 
celerate the deployment 
of renewables and heat 
pumps and other steps to 
structurally reduce gas de- 
mand." 
The cutoff of most Rus- 
sian pipeline gas because 
of the war in Ukraine has 
sparked a winter energy 
crisis in Europe. Russian de- 
liveries were close to nor- 
mal for the first half of the 
year. The country has since 
turned off all but a trickle of 
gas, and even that could 
be unavailable next year. 
On top of that, if China's 
imports of LNG recover to 
2021 levels, that could con- 
sume over 85% of the ex- 
pected increase in global 
supply. China's economy 
has been weakening due 
in part to strict COVID-19 re- 


strictions. That all means Eu- 
rope could face a shortfall 
of 30 billion cubic meters of 
gas next summer, the key 
period for filling supplies 
ahead of the winter heat- 
ing season, when there is 
stronger demand for the 
fuel. 
The figure represents al- 
most half the gas required 
to fill storage facilities in Eu- 
rope to 95% capacity be- 
fore the 2023-2024 winter 
starts. 
Use by industry has fallen 
as prices have grown, and 
a campaign to buy LNG 
that comes by ship from 
countries like the U.S. and 
Qatar succeeded in filling 
storage to 95%, accord- 
ing to figures compiled by 
Gas Infrastructure Europe, 
an association of compa- 
nies that operate pipelines, 
underground storage and 
LNG facilities. q 


By MASSIMO di NONNO 
and COLLEEN BARRY Asso- 
ciated Press 
ABOARD THE GEO BAR- 
ENTS (AP) — Humanitar- 
ian groups caring for 1,000 
rescued migrants aboard 
three ships in the central 
Mediterranean are sound- 
ing an alarm about dete- 
riorating conditions, but so 
far Italy's new far-right-led 
government has not re- 
sponded to requests for 
a safe port as it hardens 
its position against rescue 
boats. 
The country's new interior 
minister, Matteo Piantedosi, 
has already set the ground- 
work to ban humanitarian 
ships from its ports, while ap- 
pealing to countries whose 
flags the rescue ships fly to 
take on the migrants and 
relieve the burden on Italy. 
The moves are reminiscent 
of the anti-NGO posture 
taken by League party 
leader Matteo Salvini, now 
the deputy premier, who 
prevented 
humanitarian 
ships from accessing Italy's 
ports when he was interior 
minister from 2018-19. 
So far, Italy, along with Mal- 
ta, have remained silent 
in response to requests for 
a safe port from the Doc- 


tors without Borders' Geo 
Barents with 572 people on 
board, SOS Mediteranee's 
Ocean Viking with 234 peo- 
ple on board and the SOS 
Humanity's Humanity 1 with 
179 rescued people. All 
were rescued over a week- 
long period beginning Oct. 
22. 
Even while Italy is de facto 
blocking the humanitarian 
ships from disembarking the 


1,000 people, interior min- 
istry figures indicate that 
6,383 others have been 
brought to its shores by Ital- 
ian authorities over the last 
week. 
Migrant arrivals by sea to 
Italy are rising this year, to 
85,991 so far, compared 
with 53,825 in the same pe- 
riod last year but still well 
below peak arrivals in 2014- 
2016. 


The crew of the Geo Bar- 
ents is struggling to ac- 
commodate the migrants 
picked up in seven opera- 
tions starting Oct. 22. They 
include more than 60 un- 
accompanied minors, yet 
more families with children 
and pregnant woman, as 
well as the elderly. Many 
are sleeping on the floors, 
and supplies were running 
low. 


"We are here on board with 
572 people, some of them 
have been with us already 
for 6 days,'' said Caroline 
Willemen, MSF Coordinator 
on the Geo Barents. "As you 
can see, the situation here 
on the deck is extremely 
overcrowded. People do 
not have space to move. 
The MSF team we are do- 
ing everything we can to 
take care of them. 
"It is absolutely necessary 
that they can disembark as 
soon as possible in a place 
of safety,'' she said. 
The rescued migrants were 
struggling with the crowd- 
ed conditions and the un- 
certainty. 
"We don't have enough 
space to sleep. We are 
sleeping down on the floor 
and it's very cold at morning 
and at night,'' said Khaled 
Mahmoud Mansour, a Pal- 
estinian. "Actually the situa- 
tion is becoming day after 
day more difficult." 
After failing to get a re- 
sponse from either Italy or 
Malta, the SOS Meditera- 
nee also issued requests 
for safe ports to Greece, 
Spain and France. "The 234 
rescued people on board 
must be disembarked ur- 
gently,'' the group said.q 
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Part of the some 572 survivors rescued by the NGO Geo Barents rescue ship are packed on the 
deck of the ship cruising in the Mediterranean Sea, in this picture taken Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022. 


Italy silent as ships with 1,000 rescued migrants seek help 


A sticker reads "natural gas" on a pipe at the French company 
R-CUA plant, in Strasbourg, eastern France, Oct. 7, 2022. The 
International Energy Agency says Europe could face a severe 
natural gas shortage next year and needs to act now to conserve. 
In a report Thursday, Nov. 3 the Paris-based organization warned 
against complacency in an energy crisis triggered by Russia’s 
war in Ukraine after countries were able to build up storage of 
the fuel to heat homes and generate electricity this winter. 


Europe urged to save natural gas to avoid shortage next year 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
undefined 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— The presidents of Co- 
lombia and Venezuela met 
on Tuesday and said they 


would improve trade and 
security cooperation, as 
both countries seek to nor- 
malize relations following 
the election of Colombia's 
first leftist leader. 


After the meeting in Ven- 
ezuela's presidential pal- 
ace, Colombian President 
Gustavo Petro said it was 
"suicidal" for the govern- 
ments of Venezuela and 
Colombia to have become 
estranged from each other 
recently, adding that the 
border between the coun- 
tries had been forgotten 
and "turned over" to crimi- 
nal mafias. 
Colombia's president said 
both countries would now 
look for ways to share intel- 
ligence on drug trafficking 
groups, and added that he 
would lobby for Venezu- 
ela's re-entry into the Ande- 
an Community of Nations, 
a regional trade and invest- 
ment group that Venezu- 
ela withdrew from in 2006. 
Petro has asked for Venezu- 


ela's support in peace talks 
with the National Liberation 
Army, or ELN, a Colombian 
rebel group that operates 
on both sides of the border. 
Petro's efforts to engage 
with Venezuela's socialist 
government mark a radi- 
cal departure from Colom- 
bia's recent policy: Before 
Petro was elected in June, 
Colombia backed U.S. ef- 
forts to isolate Maduro's 
government, sanction its oil 
exports and force Maduro 
into holding free and fair 
elections. The United States, 
Colombia and dozens of 
other 
countries 
stopped 
recognizing 
Maduro 
as 
Venezuela's 
legitimate 
leader in 2019, after he won 
an election that was widely 
seen as undemocratic and 
backed a claim to Ven- 


ezuela's presidency by the 
former National Assembly 
leader Juan Guaidó. 
Petro changed course as 
soon as he was sworn into 
office and re-established 
diplomatic ties with the 
Maduro government. On 
Tuesday opposition lead- 
ers in Venezuela criticized 
Petro's meeting with Mad- 
uro, with Guaidó tweeting 
that Petro was helping to 
"normalize" the violation of 
human rights in Venezuela 
by "visiting dictator Maduro 
and calling him a presi- 
dent." 
The International Criminal 
Court is currently investigat- 
ing Maduro's government 
for human rights violations 
that include the torture and 
arbitrary detention of pro- 
testers in 2017.q 


By NICOLE WINFIELD Asso- 
ciated Press 
AWALI, Bahrain (AP) — 
Pope Francis urged Bahrain 
authorities on Thursday to 
renounce the death pen- 
alty and ensure basic hu- 
man rights are guaranteed 
for all citizens as he arrived 
in the Sunni-led kingdom 
that has been accused by 
rights groups of systematic 
discrimination against its 
Shiite majority. 
With King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa by his side, Francis 
also urged the Arab Gulf 
nation to ensure "safe and 
dignified" working condi- 
tions for its immigrant labor- 
ers, who have long faced 
abuse and exploitation in 
the island's construction, oil 
extraction and domestic 
service industries. 
While diplomatic, Francis 
didn't shy from some of the 
contentious social issues in 
Bahrain at the start of his 
four-day visit to participate 
in 
a 
government-spon- 
sored interfaith conference 
on East-West dialogue and 
minister to the country's 
small Catholic community. 
The 85-year-old Francis, who 
has been using a wheel- 
chair for several months 
because of strained knee 
ligaments, said he was "in a 
lot of pain" as he flew to the 
Gulf and, for the first time, 


greeted journalists travel- 
ling with him seated rather 
than walking through the 
charter plane's aisle. 
Human rights groups and 
relatives of Shiite activists 
on death row had urged 
Francis to use his visit to call 
for an end to capital pun- 
ishment and to advocate 
for political dissidents, hun- 
dreds of whom have been 
detained 
since 
Bahrain 
violently crushed the 2011 
Arab Spring protests with 


the help of neighboring 
Saudi Arabia and United 
Arab Emirates. 
In the years since, Bah- 
rain has imprisoned Shiite 
activists, deported others, 
stripped hundreds of their 
citizenship, 
banned 
the 
largest 
Shiite 
opposition 
group and closed down 
its 
leading 
independent 
newspaper. 
Francis referred indirectly 
to the sectarian strife as he 
arrived in the desert town 


of Awali and met with Al 
Khalifa at the Sakhir royal 
palace in the first-ever pa- 
pal visit to Bahrain. Speak- 
ing to government authori- 
ties and diplomats from the 
palace's glistening court- 
yard, Francis praised Bah- 
rain's tradition of tolerance 
and cited Bahrain's con- 
stitution, which forbids dis- 
crimination on the basis of 
religion, as a stated com- 
mitment that needs to be 
put into practice. 


Doing so, he said, would 
guarantee 
"that 
equal 
dignity and equal oppor- 
tunities will be concretely 
recognized for each group 
and for every individual; 
that no forms of discrimina- 
tion exist and that funda- 
mental human rights are 
not violated but promot- 
ed." Referring to the death 
penalty, Francis said the 
government must guaran- 
tee first and foremost the 
right to life, and "the need 
to guarantee that right al- 
ways, including for those 
being 
punished, 
whose 
lives should not be taken." 
According to the Bahrain 
Institute for Rights and De- 
mocracy, Bahrain in 2017 
ended a de-facto morato- 
rium on the death penalty 
and has executed six pris- 
oners since. 
The group and Human 
Rights Watch have docu- 
mented a "dramatic in- 
crease" in the number of 
death 
sentences 
being 
handed down since 2011, 
with 26 people currently on 
death row, half for political 
activities. 
The 
groups 
have 
said 
some were convicted af- 
ter "manifestly unfair trials 
based solely or primarily on 
confession allegedly co- 
erced through torture and 
ill-treatment." q 
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Pope Francis is greeted by Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa as he arrives at the Sakhir 
Royal Palace, Bahrain, Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022. Pope Francis is making the November 3-6 visit 
to participate in a government-sponsored conference on East-West dialogue and to minister to 
Bahrain's tiny Catholic community, part of his effort to pursue dialogue with the Muslim world. 


Pope urges end to death penalty as he arrives in Bahrain 


Colombia's President Gustavo Petro, left center, and Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro, stand side by during a welcoming 
ceremony, on the steps of the Miraflores Presidential Palace, in 
Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. 


Colombia's President promises to deepen ties with Venezuela 
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A nod to Aruba’s icons during Aruba Art Fair 


ORANJESTAD – Starting to- 
day and during this week- 
end, Aruba Art Fair invites 
you to soak up the culture 
of the vibrant city of San 
Nicolas. This year, interna- 
tional artists joined the cre- 
ative celebration and paid 
homage to Aruba’s cultural 
icons. 


Aruba Art Fair takes place 
from Friday the 4th of No- 
vember until Sunday the 
6th of November. It will be 
a weekend packed with 
art, music and creativity 
in the colorful city of San 
Nicolas. 80 artists are par- 
ticipating in restoring old 
murals as well as painting 
new ones, and we caught 
up with two of them who 
were paying homage to 
two cultural icons of Aruba, 
Hilario Dongen and Sarah 
Quita Offringa. 


Sarah Quita Offringa, 31, is 
a worldwide windsurf sen- 
sation and 20-time World 
Champion (13 Freestyle, 5 
Slalom & 2 Wave). Sarah 
Quita has a special con- 
nection to San Nicolas. 
Portuguese artist MR Dheo, 
who 
has 
participated 
many times in Aruba Art 
Fair, this year is working 
on a mural to honor Sarah 
Quita Offringa. He told us 
he was inspired by the na- 
ture of Aruba and wanted 
to include different colorful 
flowers for his mural, and he 
knew he wanted a woman 
at the center of it. He met 
Sarah Quita, and decided 
to dedicate the mural to 
her to celebrate her incred- 
ible achievements. 


Hilario Doncken is a famous 
journalist in Aruba. This year, 
the government presented 
him with an award for his 
many years of service in the 
local press. He is known for 
being a long-time activist 
for San Nicolas and the lo- 
cal community. Canadian 
artist Jenna Schwartz found 
out about Hilario and de- 
cided to dedicate her mu- 
ral to him. This is her first time 
taking part in the Aruba Art 
Fair and she told us she 
loves being on the island 
and learning more about 
the culture. In her mural she 
included the famous light 
posts at San Nicolas, which 


are locally associated with 
Hilario as he would con- 
stantly make sure that they 
were working properly. 


Stop by this weekend to 
admire the finished murals, 
as well as all the other artis- 


tic attractions! A weekend 
pass costs $20. 


Post Aruba exhibit 
This year, Post Aruba is col- 
laborating with Aruba Art 
Fair by holding an exhibi- 
tion of 50 pieces from their 
private collections. These 
are art works that were cre- 
ated by local artists to be 
made into post stamps for 
the Post Office, but had 
never been exhibited be- 
fore. The pieces were cho- 
sen to represent specific 
themes, and include works 
by local artists Gustave 
Nouel, Angiolina Henriquez, 


Armando 
Goedgedrag, 
Nigel Matthew, Ludwig de 
L’isle, Ronald Lemminga 
and Stan Kuiperi. 


Each day this weekend will 
be completely different. 
On Friday the 4th of No- 
vember, most of the per- 
formers, singers and poets 
all come from the area of 
San Nicolas or are related 
to San Nicolas, so the night 
will be dedicated to cele- 
brating the Sunrise City. 
Saturday will be dedicated 
to the youth, with partici- 
pation of Arte di Palabra 
(“word art”), as well as dif- 
ferent dance schools that 
have 
been 
celebrating 
anniversaries this year, for 
example, Club di Move- 
mento which is celebrat- 
ing 25 years. The day will 
be dedicated to notable 
events throughout the year 
that did not receive much 
exposure, but are coming 
to San Nicolas to be cele- 
brated with everyone! 


Finally on Sunday there will 
be a Multicultural Parade, 
celebrating that Aruba is 
a multicultural island. “Be it 
you were born here or not, 
your ancestors one way or 
another came from anoth- 
er place, and this makes 
Aruba so special”, orga- 
nizer Tito Bolivar said. There 
are 108 nationalities living 
in harmony in Aruba, “and 
I think that is one of the 
secrets of the One Happy 
Island.”q 
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‘Nature’s’ 
Presenting the interesting 
story & creations of Local 
Artist ‘Rhoda Berg’ 


Mrs. Rhoda Berg in conjunction with the Aruba Cham- 
ber of Commerce have the immense pleasure to open 
this ART exhibit titled ‘Nature’s’ 


The exhibit features artwork by Mrs. Rhoda Berg. The art 
exhibit will open on the 8th of November at 5 pm and 
will remain in the Chamber of Commerce until Septem- 
ber 2023. 


During this time the artwork will be alternated with new, 
fresh artwork by Mrs. Rhoda Berg. Thus, there will always 
be exciting new artwork to see. 


Mrs. Rhoda Berg 
Rhoda Berg was born on april 11, 1957 on the island of 
Aruba. After being a fulltime teacher for more than 4 
decades, Rhoda retired in 2018. 


Rhoda discovered her talent in art-painting in her work- 
ing days as a school teacher and after retiring she ded- 
icated more time painting and began to love this art 
more and more and is dedicating more time painting 
on canvas.q 


Children’s Book Festival full of events 


ORANJESTAD - The National 
Library of Aruba is present- 
ing the 30th edition of the 
Children's Book Festival. 


This year, the Children's 
Book Festival theme is ‘ 
Biba Natura-Lesa! ’ and 
takes place from Novem- 
ber 7 to 11, 2022. 


The opening will take place 
on November 4, 2022, at 
the Cas di Cultura from 5:00 
pm to 7:00 pm and includes 
a show for the children that 
starts at 6:00 pm. 


As is customary every year, 
a group of authors and illus- 
trators will visit most of the 
60 primary-, secondary and 
special schools in the week 
of the festival. There will be 
activities for the children 
at the National Library in 
Oranjestad and San Nico- 
las from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 
There will be storytelling, 
demonstrations, and pre- 
sentations, and the authors 


will share their experiences 
with the children and tell 
them more about writing, 
reading, and the wonder- 
ful world of books. 


A book was created for 
the festival and is avail- 
able at all the participat- 
ing schools. The writers are 
James Ocalia and Evelien 
van Dort and the illustrators 
arePaul Wong and Wout- 
er Goudswaard. It is also 
available at all bookstores. 


On 
Monday, 
November 
7, the "Biba Natura-Lesa" 
exposition will open in the 
Expo hall of the National 
Library in Oranjestad, and 
everyone is welcome to 
enjoy it. It is open from No- 
vember 7 until December 
2, 2022. For more informa- 
tion, please visit the library’s 
website. 


As well as the book festival, 
The National Library (Bib- 
lioteca Nacional di Aruba) 


has announced its second- 
hand book market, which 
will take place from No- 
vember 7 to 11, 2022. 


It is a one-week event at 
the library in Oranjestad 
and San Nicolas. 


The 
secondhand 
book 
market is open during the 
regular 
library 
opening 
hours from 8:00 am until 
5:00 pm. Come and dig 
into the large selection of 
secondhand books for only 
one florin each. You never 
know what kind of books 
you’ll find. 


On Monday and Wednes- 
day, the secondhand book 
market is open during the 
evening till 7.00 pm, where- 
as the library in San Nicolas 
is open on Tuesday till 7.00 
pm 


There will be secondhand 
books available in every 
genre for every taste.q 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors at Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino 


Recently, Kimberley Rich- 
ardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors 
as Goodwill Ambassadors 
of Aruba. The Goodwill 
Ambassador 
certificate 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say ‘Masha Danki’ 
to persons whom have vis- 
ited Aruba for over 20 years 
consecutively. 


This time, I was given the 
wonderful 
pleasure 
to 
honor couple Mr. Joseph 
Karnathjr & Mrs. Gloria Kay 
Sapienza from USA. Mr. Kar- 
nathjr has met so many lo- 
cals over the years and still 
even talk about the first he 
met them. 


This couple stated that they 
love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, its peacefulness 


and beauty, our delicious 
drink water, and Aruba’s 
warm and friendly people 
whom have become like 


family to them. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with 
the 
representatives 
of the Eagle Aruba Resort 
& Casino presented the 
certificate to the honor- 


ees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.q 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal 
visitors at Tamarijn All-Inclusive Resort 


Recently, Kimberley Rich- 
ardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors 
as 
Distinguished 
Visitors 
and Goodwill Ambassa- 
dors of Aruba. The Distin- 
guished Visitor certificate is 
presented to visitors whom 
have been visiting Aruba 
10 years and more con- 
secutively. The Goodwill 
Ambassador certificate is 
presented to visitors whom 
have been visiting Aruba 
20 years and more con- 
secutively. Both certificates 
are given on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation, and to 
say ‘Masha Danki’ for con- 
tinuously choosing Aruba 
after so many years. 


The honorees were Mr. 
Joakim & Mrs. Karin Walde- 
mark as Distinguished Visi- 
tors from Sweden, and Mr. 
John & Mrs. Karen Mostac- 
ci from USA. It is incredibly 


beautiful to see that Aruba 
has so many loyal visitors 
from all over, and we en- 
sure to always make them 
feel welcomed and appre- 
ciated whenever they visit 
us in Aruba. 


These wonderful people 
stated that they love visiting 
the island very much, espe- 
cially for its year-round sun- 
ny weather, its white sandy 
beaches 
and 
turquoise 
waters, its picturesque sun- 
sets, its safety, its variety of 


foods, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people whom 
have become like family to 
them. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives of 
the Tamarijn All-Inclusive 
Resort presented the cer- 
tificates to the honorees, 
handed over some pres- 
ents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.q 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast 
of the island, standing 
alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands 
a popular Aruba land- 
mark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just 
beyond, watching over 
the shipping lanes. It 
stands there in memory 
and in honor of all sea- 
men who have lost their 
life at sea. 


Where to Find the An- 
chor? 
The anchor is a “must 
see” landmark when you 
visit Aruba. It is among 
the most photographed 
historical landmarks for 
the island. You want to 
make sure you add this 
stop on your itinerary 
when your visiting the 
south coast of Aruba. 
The bright red anchor 
against the backdrop 
of the deep blue Carib- 
bean sea and the azure 
blue skies, make a great 
backdrop for your vaca- 
tion pictures. 


The anchor is located at 
the entrance to Gate 6 
to the former Lago Colo- 
ny. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the 
south east point of the 
island at the “T” junction 
to Baby Beach. 
Depending 
on 
where 
you are staying on the is- 
land, follow the signs that 


indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach 
the T-junction, it will be 
right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the 
anchor, it’s huge! The an- 
chor that weighs 21,772 
kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 
15 feet, 6 inches tall. 
On the anchor there are 
some numbers. The 4112 
and 4115, which are be- 
lieved to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the 
“fluke” or horizontal and 
vertical parts of the an- 
chor, respectively. The 
number 21772K refers to 
the weight of the anchor 
in kilos. 
This 
type 
of 
anchor 
was 
manufactured 
by 
Hoesch 
Dortmund 
Horde, at a foundry lo- 
cated in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor 
Come From? 
There are a number of 
stories as to the origins of 
the anchor, which one 
do you think it was? (Un- 
fortunately the mystery 
has never been solved, 
so your imagination can 
pick which one you think 
it might be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Man- 
uel M. Curiel, an ex- 


Lago Tug Captain, a 
fully laden VLCC (Very 
Large 
Crude 
Carrier) 
was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchor- 
age, known as Bara, on 
the southern part of the 
island. This is the usual 
shallow mooring location 
for ships awaiting orders, 
etc. The weather was 
rough with strong cur- 
rent. The normal proce- 
dure is that they would 
walk out three shackles 
(about 90 feet) until the 
anchor touches the bot- 
tom while the chain must 
rest on the bottom. Sub- 
sequently, they will walk 
out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts 
to swing or lean on one 
side, the anchor is prop- 
erly set. Because of the 
rough weather, unfor- 
tunately they did not 
get the time to walk out 
the extra tackles and 
because of the tension 
exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the 
anchor and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that 
at one time a small tank- 
er with a Korean crew, 
while lifting their anchor 
also lifted another an- 
chor near the inner har- 
bor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went 
with his tugboat along 
with a barge, to help. But 


eventually they had to 
cut the chain and let the 
anchor go to the bottom 
because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Be- 
come a Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 
and 1985, three gentle- 
men (Mr. Wim Martinus 
– the Harbormaster of 
Aruba; Mr. August Gens- 
er – the ex-Division Su- 
perintendent of Lago’s 
Laboratory; and Mr. Wil- 
lie Davis – Owner of Filtec 
at Zeewijk in San Nico- 
las), were having a con- 
versation with Mr. Charlie 
Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restau- 
rant in San Nicolas. Char- 
lie, who was a visionary 
and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas 
area, told these gentle- 
men that he would like 
to come up with some- 
thing innovative for the 
San Nicolas area to draw 
tourism to the area. 


The 
“anchor”, 
which 
at that time was being 
stored at the Oranjestad 
harbor, was suggested 
as an option. Charlie 
liked the idea! He then 
contacted the President 
of Lago for permission to 
acquire the anchor. He 
was granted permission 
and the anchor was then 
relocated to its present 


location and dedicated 
“To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing 
of the Lago Oil Refinery 
on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the An- 
chor was slowly weather- 
ing from the wind and 
salt. As time passed, sad- 
ly the origin and purpose 
of the anchor slowly fad- 
ed away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr 
died on September 15, 
2004, his friend Mr. Sam 
Speziale, requested assis- 
tance from the manage- 
ment of Valero Aruba 
Refinery to help main- 
tain the monument. The 
Valero Aruba Refinery, 
graciously 
sandblasted 
and painted the anchor 
and poured a concrete 
pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor 
monument was rededi- 
cated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony 
in memory of Charles 
Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands 
both as memorial to all 
seaman who have lost 
their lives at sea, but also 
as a silent reminder that 
Seroe Colorado is part of 
San Nicolas and that San 
Nicolas is still a vibrant 
and important part of 
the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your 
visit to the south end of 
the island, you will want 
to include in your itiner- 
ary the many things to 
see and do there. The 
anchor will be just one 
of these stops, (keep an 
eye out for our future edi- 
tions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I 
have to say, if you enjoy 
catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best 
places on the island to 
catch the sunrise. But in 
reality, anytime is a good 
time to visit, depend- 
ing on your personal 
schedule.q 
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ORANJESTAD – Aruba Na- 
tional 
Park 
Foundation 
(FPNA) as an independent 
organization in charge of 
conservation 
and 
man- 
agement of terrestrial and 
marine 
protected 
areas 
in Aruba, announced that 
they have completed the 
consultation process for the 
management of the Marine 
Park Aruba in collaboration 
with more than 50 stake- 
holders. 


The two sessions took place 
on the 35th and 27th of Oc- 
tober and were a great 
success, seeing interactive 
participation 
and 
many 
different perspectives from 


the stakeholders in crucial 
positions for the manage- 
ment of the Marine Park 
Aruba. 


The Zoning and Regula- 
tions workshop was a ses- 
sion 
where 
participants 
from various organizations 
involved in nature, commu- 
nity, authority, fishing and 
tourism contributed to the 
regulatory 
management 
of the Marine Park Aruba. 
During this workshop, the 
team of Marine Park Aruba 
which falls under the Aruba 
National Park Foundation 
presented the results of ses- 
sions that took place in Oc- 
tober 2021, which involved 


the results of a SWOT analy- 
sis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats) 
and a situational analysis. 


The participants also de- 
liberated on how to incor- 
porate these results in the 
zoning for the four marine 
protected 
areas 
(MPAs) 
that together form the Ma- 
rine Park Aruba. 


Sietske van der Wal, Interim 
Marine Park Manager of 
FPNA commented: “We 
are very satisfied on how 
the workshops went. The 
participation of our stake- 
holders is extremely im- 
portant so that FPNA can 
finalize 
a 
management 
plan that takes into con- 
sideration not only the pri- 
mary goal of conserving 
nature and marine life, but 
also incorporate social and 
economic aspects. In the 
name of FPNA, a want to 
thank all stakeholders for 
taking the time to meet 
with us and also for their 
valuable contribution.” 


The consultation sessions for 
the management of Ma- 
rine Park Aruba that have 
just concluded will pres- 
ent their results and these 
will be incorporated in the 
management plan for the 
Marine Park Aruba. This will 
be shared with all stake- 
holders in the first quarter of 
2023 so that they can give 
their point of view and af- 
ter this process, FPNA can 
publish the management 
plan officially. q 


Aruban media icon, Ruben 
Garcia passed away 


ORANESTAD – Yesterday afternoon, the Aruban com- 
munity was shaken by the news that beloved media 
personality – radio host and DJ – Ruben Garcia had 
passed away after some time in the hospital. Tributes 
began pouring in on social media as the community 
mourned the loss of an icon. 


Ruben Luis Garcia was of Latin American heritage, 
and his mother wanted him to be an English and 
Spanish teacher. However, in 1970 he got the oppor- 
tunity to begin working in Radio Kelkboom as opera- 
tor. One day, when the host left the studio, Garcia 
began his career in radio broadcasting. 
During a special interview with our reporter in 2020, 
the radio host and one of the most well-known peo- 
ple in Aruba told how his trajectory in radio and tele- 
vision were the most successful moments of his life. 


In 1971, he was chosen as part of the duo of Prins and 
Pancho during the Carnival season, and this is how 
everything began. Garcia said that he gained a lot 
of confidence on stage, which led to his own music 
show for the youth. He created his own discotheque 
called Scorpio, which made him very famous. From 
there came the idea of Scorpio disco, nowadays Nik- 
ki Beach, which was one of the biggest discotheques 
in Aruba. 


In 1981, Garcia became a promoter bringing inter- 
national artists to Aruba, and was responsible for 
bringing UB40, Juan Luis Guerra, Wilfrido Vargas, Kool 
& the Gang and others to the Aruban public. 


Garcia later dedicated his time to radio and tele- 
vision combined with promotion, and in 2020 cele- 
brated 20 years in the entertainment industry. Garcia 
said that in this world he achieved many important 
milestones, for example, when he brought UB40 to 
Aruba in 1994. He said that what for many seemed 
impossible, he managed to get 12,500 people to at- 
tend the concert, a record that according to him, 25 
years later was not yet broken. 


“Aruba lost a legend”, the government of Aruba 
posted on its Facebook page. “A great person. In the 
name of the government of Aruba, we extend con- 
dolences to his family. May Ruben rest in peace.”q 


Aruba National Park Foundation 
continued with consultation process for 
management of Marine Park 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
ALEX VEIGA AP Business 
Writers 
Stocks are down on Wall 
Street and Treasury yields 
are again bumping up 
against 
multiyear 
highs 
Thursday, a day after the 
Federal Reserve indicated 
that its fight against infla- 
tion is far from over. 
The S&P 500 fell 0.6% as 
of 2:44 p.m. Eastern. The 
benchmark 
index 
was 
roughly split between gain- 
ers and losers. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
slipped 42 points, or 0.1%, 
to 32,106. The tech-heavy 
Nasdaq fell 1.2%. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
rose to 4.12% from 4.09% 
late 
Wednesday. 
Bond 
yields are hovering around 
multiyear highs as the Fed 
raises interest rates. That 
has prompted mortgage 
rates to more than double 
this year and it continues 
putting pressure on stocks. 
The yield on the two-year 
Treasury, which tends to 
track market expectations 
of future Fed action, rose to 
4.72% from 4.61%q 


By STAN CHOE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
it comes to meeting Wall 
Street's 
expectations 
for 
profit and sales, it's put- 
up-or-get-beat-up time for 
CEOs. 
It hasn't happened very of- 
ten, but when companies 
have turned in both weak- 
er profits and sales this re- 
porting season than ana- 
lysts 
expected, 
investors 
have walloped them with 
record-sized 
punishments 
for their stock prices. 
Google's parent company 
Alphabet, 
for 
example, 
committed the sin of re- 
porting $69.1 billion in rev- 
enue for its latest quarter, 
instead of the $71 billion 
that Wall Street expect- 
ed, along with earnings 
below forecasts. Its stock 
plunged 9.1% the next day, 
its second-worst showing in 
more than a decade. That 
was 8.4 percentage points 
worse than the 0.7% drop 


for the overall market that 
same day, as measured by 
the S&P 500. 
Alphabet isn't alone in feel- 
ing the pain. With just over 
half of all S&P 500 com- 
panies 
having 
reported 
their results for the summer, 
those that fell short of ex- 
pectations for both profits 
and sales saw their stocks 


perform 6.7 percentage 
points worse the next day 
than the S&P 500, accord- 
ing to a recent BofA Global 
Research report. That's a 
much bigger hit than usual 
and potentially on track for 
a record. 
The historical average is 
just a 2.4 percentage point 
gap.q 
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Numbers for the Dow Jones Industrial Average are displayed on 
a screen at the New York Stock Exchange on Sept. 13, 2022. 
The punishment has been extreme so far this earnings reporting 
season when companies report profits and sales that fall short of 
expectations. 


On Wall Street, extreme punishments 
for weak profit reports 


Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in 
New York, Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2022. Stocks are opening lower on 
Wall Street, Thursday, Nov. 3, and Treasury yields are again 
bumping up against multiyear highs a day after the Federal 
Reserve indicated that its fight against inflation is far from over. 


Wall Street moves lower as Fed presses on 
against inflation 


By HALELUYA HADERO AP 
Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
is pausing hiring for its cor- 
porate workforce, the lat- 
est move by the company 
to cut costs amid worries 
about the wider economic 
environment. 
Company executives have 
decided to halt "new incre- 
mental hires" for the entire 
corporate workforce and 
anticipate the pause to be 
in place for a few months, 
Beth Galetti, the senior vice 
president of people experi- 
ence and technology, said 
in a memo posted on Ama- 
zon's website on Thursday. 
The company "will continue 
to monitor what we're see- 
ing in the economy and 
the business to adjust as we 


think makes sense," Galetti 
said. "We're facing an un- 
usual 
macro-economic 
environment, 
and 
want 
to balance our hiring and 
investments 
with 
being 
thoughtful about this econ- 
omy." 
Depending on the business, 
Galetti noted Amazon will 
hire backfills to replace 
employees who leave the 
company. In some areas, it 
will continue to hire people 
incrementally. 
In the past few weeks, Am- 
azon had paused hiring for 
the corporate side of its re- 
tail division and some of its 
other businesses. 
The company has also got- 
ten rid of subsidiary fabric. 
om and shuttered its Ama- 
zon Care health service. 


Galetti said the Seattle- 
based retail and tech giant 
still intends to hire a "mean- 


ingful number of people" 
next year.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


The Amazon logo is displayed at a news conference in New 
York on Sept. 28, 2011. Amazon is pausing hiring for its corpo- 
rate workforce as the company moves to cut costs amid wor- 
ries about the economic environment. Beth Galetti, the senior 
vice president of people experience and technology, said in 
a memo Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022, that company executives de- 
cided this week to halt “new incremental hires” for the entire 
corporate workforce. 


Amazon pauses corporate hiring amid economic worries 


Ukraine's Minister of Digital Transformation Mykhailo Fedorov 
gestures during a joint news conference with President and Vice 
Chairman of Microsoft Brad Smith, left, at the Web Summit tech- 
nology conference in Lisbon, Portugal, Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Microsoft extends aid for Ukraine's wartime tech innovation 


By BARRY HATTON Associ- 
ated Press 
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 
Ukraine is counting on more 
Western 
technological 
support as its war against 
Russia drags on, with Mi- 
crosoft pledging Thursday 
to extend its backing for 
Kyiv's "extraordinary" war- 
time innovation through 
the end of next year.Mi- 
crosoft's financial commit- 
ment of more than $400 
million enables the Ukraine 
government and other or- 
ganizations 
to 
continue 
using the Microsoft cloud 
and its public data centers 
across Europe, the compa- 
ny's president, Brad Smith, 
announced at the annual 
Web Summit tech confer- 
ence in Lisbon, Portugal. 
Amazon has also been 
helping Ukraine with cloud 
storage, Mykhailo Fedorov, 
Ukraine's Vice Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Digital 
Transformation, said at the 
conference. 
Cloud technology offers 
resilience and security for 
Ukraine operations, Smith 
said, after Russia targeted 
Ukrainian data centers with 
air strikes when it invaded 
more than eight months 
ago. 
Before the Feb. 24 invasion 
Ukraine had a law prohib- 
iting government agen- 
cies from using the cloud, 
forcing data to be stored 


locally. In March, the gov- 
ernment 
scrapped 
that 
law. 
The invasion triggered "ex- 
traordinary innovation" by 
the Ukrainian military, Smith 
said. 
Ukraine and Russia are 
fighting "a new type of 
war," with cyberweapons 
and other types of digital 
technology playing a piv- 
otal role, he said. q 


By JOCELYN NOVECK AP 
National Writer 
Next time you arrive home 
with aching, blistered feet 
after a long day, take 
heart: It's not your feet that 
are the problem. It's your 


shoes. 
And that comes from the 
master, the late Salvatore 
Ferragamo, who pronounc- 
es in director Luca Gua- 
dagnino's loving documen- 
tary "Salvatore: Shoemaker 


of Dreams" that in his entire 
career, "I have found there 
are no bad feet. There are 
bad shoes." 
Now, whether you can af- 
ford a pair of Ferragamos 
to let your feet live their best 
lives is another question. 
But it's fascinating to learn 
how obsessively Ferraga- 
mo, born into a poor Italian 
farming family at the turn 
of the 20th century, studied 
the human foot in his quest 
to create the perfect shoe, 
combining creativity with, 
crucially, comfort. 
"I love feet," he wrote. "They 
talk to me." He even stud- 
ied anatomy as a night 
student at the University of 
Southern California, pep- 
pering the professor with 
questions about the skel- 
eton but only the feet. 
Working with the Ferraga- 
mo family, the director 
had an astonishing wealth 
of 
material 
to 
choose 
from: Between the family 
foundation and museum 
archives, numerous fam- 
ily members to interview, 


a slew of top cultural com- 
mentators and also some 
wonderful old Hollywood 
footage, you can almost 
feel Guadagnino efforting 
to get it all in. 
Then again, he knows some 
of us could watch films 
about Hollywood, about 
fashion, 
and 
especially 
about great shoes all day 
long. 
We begin, though, with Fer- 
ragamo's youth as the 11th 
of 14 children, in Bonito, a 
village near Naples. Push- 
ing back against his father's 
views that shoemaking is a 
lowly career, he proves his 
worth by producing over- 
night a pair of spiffy shoes 
for his sister's confirmation. 
He apprentices with a cob- 
bler at age nine, is mak- 
ing shoes by 11, and at 16 
boards a ship to America. 
After a quick stop in Boston 
he hops a train and heads 
west to Santa Barbara, Cal- 
ifornia, where a fledgling 
movie industry is emerging. 
As director Martin Scors- 
ese says the best of many 


commentators here in Cal- 
ifornia, "anything goes. You 
could make yourself over 
three or four times." 
Watching early Westerns, 
Ferragamo knows he could 
make better cowboy boots 
and he does. 
Then he graduates to all 
sorts of movie shoes, includ- 
ing 12,000 sandals for Cecil 
B. DeMille's 1923 silent epic 
"The Ten Commandments." 
His name grows and his fans 
include the biggest stars of 
the day Swanson, Mary 
Pickford, Lillian Gish, Doug- 
las Fairbanks (and in later 
years, everyone from Greta 
Garbo to Audrey Hepburn 
to Marilyn Monroe.) 
He relocates to Hollywood, 
where he lives near Char- 
lie Chaplin and Valentino 
stops by to chat in Ital- 
ian. He establishes his own 
store, a magnet for stars. 
Then in 1927 Ferragamo re- 
turns to Italy, choosing Flor- 
ence as a base for his plan 
to use Italian artisanal labor 
to make shoes destined for 
clients in America. q 


ROME (AP) — Two weeks 
after a New York jury sided 
with Kevin Spacey in a sex- 
ual abuse lawsuit, an Italian 
film museum announced 
Thursday that the actor 
would receive a lifetime 
achievement award and 
teach a master class there 
early next year. 
Enzo Ghigo, president of 
the National Museum of 
Cinema in the northern city 
of Turin, said the class and 
the award honoring Spac- 
ey's contribution to the 
growth of cinema would 
take place on Jan. 16, 
2023. The event also is set 
to include a screening of a 
Spacey film, though Ghigo 
didn't say which. 
"We are honored that such 
a prestigious guest as Kevin 
Spacey chose Turin and our 
museum for this long-await- 
ed return to an event with 
an audience," he said. 
Previous winners of the 
Stella della Mole Award in- 
clude actors Isabella Ros- 
sellini and Monica Bellucci, 
and director Dario Argento. 
On Oct. 21, a federal jury 
in a New York civil case 


found that Spacey, 63, did 
not sexually abuse Anthony 
Rapp when both were rela- 
tively unknown Broadway 
actors in 1986 and Rapp 
was 14 years old. 
The jurors deliberated a 
little more than an hour be- 
fore deciding that Rapp, 


now 50, hadn't proven his 
allegations. 
Rapp's #MeToo-era allega- 
tions, and those of others, 
derailed Spacey's soaring 
career. 
The 
two-time 
Academy 
Award winning actor lost 
his starring role on the Net- 


flix series "House of Cards" 
and saw other opportuni- 
ties dry up. 
Rapp is a regular on TV's 
"Star Trek: Discovery" and 
was part of the original 
Broadway cast of "Rent." 
Spacey previously faced 
charges in Massachusetts 


that he groped a man at a 
bar allegations that were 
later dropped by prosecu- 
tors. Three months ago, he 
pleaded not guilty in Lon- 
don to charges he sexually 
assaulted three men be- 
tween 2004 and 2015 when 
he was the artistic director 
at the Old Vic theater in 
London. 
A judge in Los Angeles this 
summer approved an ar- 
bitrator's decision to order 
Spacey to pay $30.9 million 
to the makers of "House of 
Cards" for violating his con- 
tract by sexually harassing 
crew members. 
Spacey filmed his most re- 
cent movie, director Fran- 
co Nero's "The Man Who 
Drew God," in Turin. 
"Now, among all of the cit- 
ies of the world, he chose 
Turin for a master class. He 
couldn't give us a better 
present than this," Domeni- 
co De Gaetano, the direc- 
tor of the National Museum 
of Cinema, was quoted as 
saying in the news release. 
Gaeteno plans to interview 
Spacey about his career at 
the January event.q 
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American actor Kevin Spacey, center, leaves the Daniel Patrick Moynihan Court House on Oct. 
20, 2022, in New York. A film museum in Italy's city of Turin said Thursday, Nov. 3 that Spacey 
will receive a lifetime achievement award and teach a master class there early next year. 


Embattled actor Spacey to receive achievement award in Italy 


This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Italian 
designer Salvatore Ferragamo with some of his shoe shapes. 
Ferragamo is the subject of the documentary "Salvatore: 
Shoemaker of Dreams” 


Review: 'Salvatore' fetes a life devoted to feet and fashion 


By ERIC TUCKER Associated 
Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Of- 
ficials at the U.S. Embassy 
in Moscow visited jailed 
WNBA star Brittney Griner 
on Thursday, just weeks af- 
ter a Russian court rejected 
her appeal of her nine-year 
sentence for drug posses- 
sion. 
State Department spokes- 
man Ned Price said in a 
tweet that the American 
representatives "saw first- 
hand her tenacity and 
perseverance despite her 
present circumstances." 
Price said the Biden ad- 
ministration is continuing 
to press for the immediate 
release of Griner and Paul 
Whelan, who was sen- 
tenced in 2020 to 16 years 
in prison in Russia on espio- 
nage-related charges that 
he and his family say are 
bogus, and "fair treatment 


for every detained Ameri- 
can." 
White House press secre- 
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said 
Griner "is doing as well as 
can be expected under 
the 
circumstances" 
and 
that the administration was 
working "to resolve the cur- 
rent 
unacceptable 
and 
wrongful detentions" of Gri- 
ner and Whelan." 
Griner was was convicted 
in August after police said 
they found vape canisters 
containing cannabis oil in 
her luggage at Moscow's 
Sheremetyevo Airport. Her 
arrest in February came at 
a time of heightened ten- 
sions 
between 
Moscow 
and Washington, just days 
before Russia sent troops 
into Ukraine. At that time, 
Griner was returning to play 
for a Russian team during 
the WNBA's offseason. 
She admitted at her trial to 


having the canisters in her 
luggage but testified she 
packed them inadvertent- 
ly in her haste to make her 
flight and had no criminal 
intent. Her lawyers have 
called the punishment ex- 
cessive. 
The United States regards 
Griner 
and 
Whelan 
as 
wrongful detainees and 
has been trying to negoti- 
ate with Russia for their re- 
lease. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said over 
the summer that the U.S. 
had made a "substantial 
proposal" to Russia to try to 
get both home. 
People familiar with the 
offer have said the U.S. 
wanted to swap Whelan 
and Griner for convicted 
Russian arms dealer Viktor 
Bout. 
There have been no out- 
ward signs of progress since 
then in the negotiations.q 
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Barcelona defender Gerard Pique announces retirement 


BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 
Barcelona defender Ge- 
rard Pique, a three-time 
Champions League winner 
with the Spanish club, has 
announced his retirement 
at age 35. 
Pique said in a video post- 
ed on his Twitter account 


Thursday that "this Satur- 
day will be my last game at 
Camp Nou." 
"It is the moment to end 
this stage of my life," Pique 
said. "I always said that af- 
ter Barcelona there will be 
no other club, and that is 
the way it is going to be." 


Pique 
has 
played 
615 
games for Barcelona, scor- 
ing 52 goals. In addition 
to the treble of European 
Cups, he helped Barcelona 
win eight Spanish league 
titles and seven Copa del 
Rey crowns among other 
titles. 


As a former Spain player, 
he helped his country win 
the 2010 World Cup and 
the 2012 European Cham- 
pionship. 
But after being a set start- 
er for most of his career, 
Pique lost his starting job 
this season after Barcelona 


brought in new players at 
his position of center back. 
Barcelona hosts Almería on 
Saturday. 
Pique's retirement comes 
after he split up with pop 
star Shakira, the mother 
of his two children, this 
summer.q 


WNBA star and two-time Olympic gold medalist Brittney Griner speaks to her lawyers standing in 
a cage at a court room prior to a hearing, in Khimki just outside Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, July 26, 
2022. A Russian court has on Tuesday, Oct. 23 started hearing American basketball star Brittney 
Griner's appeal against her nine-year prison sentence for drug possession. 


US Embassy officials visit Brittney 
Griner in Russia prison 


Kansas City Royals bench coach Pedro Grifol meets with De- 
troit Tigers manager A.J. Hinch and the umpires before the start 
of their baseball game in Kansas City, Mo., Monday, June 14, 
2021. The Chicago White Sox hired Kansas City Royals bench 
coach Pedro Grifol to replace Hall of Famer Tony La Russa as 
their manager, a person familiar with the situation said on Tues- 
day, Nov. 1, 2022. The person spoke on the condition of ano- 
nymity because the team has not announced the hiring 


White Sox make it of- 
ficial, say Grifol is their 
new manager 


By ANDREW SELIGMAN AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The Chicago White Sox say they have 
hired Kansas City Royals bench coach Pedro Grifol to re- 
place Hall of Famer Tony La Russa as their manager. 
The White Sox announced the move Thursday after Grifol 
agreed to take the job earlier in the week. 
General manager Rick Hahn mentioned in a statement 
the 52-year-old Grifol's experience in a variety of coach- 
ing and scouting roles at the major and minor league 
levels. He also cited the fact that Grifol is bilingual and 
called him a "modern baseball thinker." 
"He is an excellent communicator and an experienced 
game planner who brings a high energy and detail-ori- 
ented approach to leadership," Hahn said. "He is com- 
mitted to building an inclusive and cohesive clubhouse, 
and we could not be happier to have Pedro leading our 
club." 
The 52-year-old Grifol will try to lift a team coming off 
a disappointing season. The White Sox finished second 
in the AL Central at 81-81 and missed the playoffs after 
running away with the division in 2021. La Russa missed 
the final 34 games because of health problems and an- 
nounced he would not return, ending a disappointing 
two-year run with the franchise that gave him his first job 
as a big league skipper. 
Grifol spent the past 10 seasons in a variety of coach- 
ing roles with Kansas City under former managers Ned 
Yost and Mike Matheny. He was part of teams that cap- 
tured back-to-back pennants and won the World Series 
in 2015.q 


By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — The Green 
Bay Packers and Detroit Li- 
ons are struggling. 
One team is used to it. 
The 
three-time 
defend- 
ing NFC North champion 
Packers (3-5) have lost four 
straight and are aiming to 
avoid their first five-game 
skid in 14 years. 
The Lions (1-6) look like 
they're headed for a fifth 
straight last-place finish in 
the division, losing five in 
a row before November 
for the second time in two 
years under coach Dan 
Campbell. 
On Sunday at Ford Field, 
longtime rivals that have 
combined for nine straight 
setbacks will meet and 
one will earn a desperately 
needed victory unless they 
finish with a fitting tie. 
TRADE WINDS 
Green Bay did not make 


a trade before this week's 
deadline to potentially bol- 
ster its chances of making 
the playoffs for the fourth 
time in coach Matt LaF- 
leur's four seasons. 
Detroit, meanwhile, traded 
arguably its best player to 
the NFC North-leading Min- 
nesota Vikings on Tuesday 
to improve positioning in 
the next two drafts. 
Lions 
general 
manager 
Brad Holmes said the deal- 
ing 25-year-old tight end 
T.J. Hockenson made sense 
for the franchise's "build 
phase," and insisted he 
would have dealt Hock- 
enson even if his one-win 
team had a 6-1 record. 
While the trade might've 
made sense in the long 
term, it does not seem to 
help this season. 
RODGERS' THUMB 
Rodgers has been playing 
through an injury the past 
few weeks after hurting 


his right thumb on the final 
play of a 27-22 loss to the 
New York Giants in London. 
The reigning MVP was a 
limited practice participant 
Wednesday, an encourag- 
ing sign because he missed 
the previous three Wednes- 
day practices to rest his 
thumb. 
FORMER TEAMMATES FACE 
OFF 
Green Bay selected Wil- 
liams out of BYU in the fourth 
round of the 2017 draft and 
drafted Aaron Jones out of 
UTEP one round later. 
Jones and Williams were 
teammates in Green Bay 
for four years. Williams left 
for Detroit in free agency 
after the Packers didn't 
make much of an effort to 
keep him. 
Willliams has eight touch- 
down runs to rank second 
in the NFL. Jones has run 
for 575 yards, ranking fifth in 
the league. 


TOURE'S TIME 
The Packers need a play- 
maker to emerge from their 
injury-riddled 
receiving 
corps and that could lead 
to more opportunities for 
rookie Samori Toure. 
Toure, a seventh-round pick 
from Nebraska, had a 37- 
yard score in the Packers' 


27-17 loss at Buffalo for his 
second career catch and 
first touchdown. The play 
showed Toure is starting to 
shed the label he received 
from Rodgers last summer. 
The Packers have been 
dealing with injuries at re- 
ceiver all season.q 


By DÉBORA REY 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — In the middle of the 
concrete jungle that is Ar- 
gentina's bustling capital, 
a huge mural has emerged 
of Diego Maradona wear- 
ing a national team jersey, 
his right hand in a fist and 
a defiant expression on his 
face. 
The massive artwork, 148 
feet high and 131 feet wide 
(45 meters by 40 meters) 
and painted on the side 
of a 14-story building in 
Buenos Aires, is one of sev- 
eral tributes that Argentines 
have dedicated to their 
soccer "God" shortly before 
the start of this year's World 
Cup in Qatar, the first since 
Maradona's death on Nov. 
25, 2020. Maradona's feats 
and defeats as a player on 
the national team are be- 
ing remembered, from the 
famous and infamous goals 
against England before the 
county won the 1986 World 
Cup to the failed final 
against West Germany four 
years later, and the doping 
test that got him expelled 
from the following World 
Cup in 1994. 
Well-known 
street 
artist 


Martín Ron was behind 
the world's largest mural, 
inspired by a photograph 
of the then-Argentina cap- 
tain that captures his ex- 
pression shortly before he 
sang the national anthem 
at the 1990 World Cup fi- 
nal against West Germany, 
which Argentina lost 1-0. 
"It's a photo of Diego when 
he was close to winning the 


country's third star," Ron told 
The Associated Press during 
a break from the work he 
began a month ago. 
Argentina also won the 
World Cup in 1978, but 
Maradona didn't make the 
team for that tournament. 
To one side of Maradona's 
face, Ron painted a con- 
stellation of stars in the 
shape of a kite, a refer- 


ence to his nickname "cos- 
mic kite," which is what one 
well-known radio commen- 
tator called the soccer star 
following his second goal 
against England in 1986. 
Ron's mural was officially 
unveiled on Sunday to 
coincide with the soccer 
great's birthday. 
Days earlier, the Argen- 
tine soccer association re- 


ceived the original jersey 
that Maradona wore in the 
1986 World Cup. 
It was a gift from Germa- 
ny great Lothar Matthäus, 
who 
exchanged 
jerseys 
with Maradona after the fi- 
nal that Argentina won 3-2 
at the Azteca Stadium in 
Mexico City. 
Matthäus' donation was 
a sort of reparation for Ar- 
gentina after it failed to 
win an auction for the jer- 
sey Maradona wore in the 
match 
against 
England 
in the quarterfinals of that 
World Cup tournament. An 
unknown bidder from out- 
side the country bought the 
iconic item at auction for a 
record $9 million in May. 
In 1994, Maradona played 
his last World Cup match 
against Nigeria in the group 
stage. He was suspended 
for 15 months following the 
2-1 victory after a positive 
doping test. 
One of the most disturbing 
images came eight years 
later at the 2018 World Cup 
in Russia when an over- 
weight and somewhat dis- 
oriented Maradona col- 
lapsed at the stadium in St. 
Petersburg following a 2-1 
victory over Nigeria.q 
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Women play with balls during the inauguration of a mural of Diego Maradona by artist Martin Ron 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022. Sunday marks the birth date of Maradona who 
died on Nov. 25, 2020 at the age of 60 


A giant Maradona emerges in Argentina, days before World Cup 


Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) throws a 
touchdown pass during the second half of an NFL football game 
against the Buffalo Bills Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022, in Orchard Park. 


Packers and Lions meet with combined 9-game losing streak 


